
Rutland County Council                  
Catmose   Oakham   Rutland   LE15 6HP.
Telephone 01572 722577 Facsimile 01572 75307 DX28340 Oakham

Minutes of the MEETING of the RUTLAND SACRE (STANDING ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION) held in the Council Chamber, Catmose, 
Oakham on Tuesday, 30th October, 2018 at 4.30 pm

PRESENT:

GROUP A – Representatives of other Churches and Faiths
Mrs Julia Barnwell The Baptist Church
Ms. Aga Cahn The Jewish Faith

GROUP B – Church of England Representatives
Mrs Sara Barrett Rutland Deanery
The Revd. Dr Peter Holmes Peterborough Diocese

GROUP C – Teacher Representatives
Mrs Megan Davis National Association of Head Teachers 

(NAHT)
Ms Katy Walker Head Teacher, Ryhall Primary School

GROUP D – Local Education Authority Representative
Miss Gale Waller (Chair) Rutland County Council (Councillor)
Mrs Lucy Stephenson (Vice Chair) Rutland County Council (Councillor)

Local Education Authority Officers
Ms Gill Curtis Head of Learning and Skills, RCC
Mrs Amanda Fitton SACRE/RE Advisor, Cambridgeshire, 

Northamptonshire, Peterborough and 
Rutland County Council (Officer)

Mrs Joanna Morley Governance Officer

Co-opted Groups
Ms Julia Ewans Humanist

APOLOGIES:

GROUP A – Representatives of other Churches and Faiths
Mr Andreas Menzies The Roman Catholic Church

GROUP C – Teacher Representatives
Mr Patrick Toner Uppingham Community College



---o0o—
The Chair welcomed Ms Aga Cahn from the Beth Shalom Synagogue to her first 

Rutland SACRE meeting.
---o0o---

366 RECORD OF MEETING 

The record of the meeting of the Rutland Standing Advisory Council on Religious 
Education (SACRE) held on 10 July 2018 was confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair.

367 ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 Mrs Fitton had approached Harington school about making a video showcasing 
children who were studying RE. Ms Walker felt that primary age children would 
also be very adept at making a video and that additionally this activity would hit the 
criteria for those schools undertaking the IT Quality Mark.

 The video would be discussed at the next network meeting.
 Amendments to the syllabus were still going through and would be sent to Mr 

Silcock as soon as possible.
 Mrs Fitton had spoken to OFSTED over the Summer about whether they would 

comment explicitly on Religious Education in their reports and was told that they 
were awaiting recommendations from the RE Council.

 Members felt that including RE as part of SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development) instead of explicit comment on RE was almost dumbing 
down the subject.

 The Quakers and Methodist churches had been contacted by Mr Silcock who was 
waiting to receive the names of their nominated people to attend SACRE.

 The Chair, on behalf of SACRE, had sent a letter to Mrs Wilce, Headteacher of St 
Mary and St John CEVA School, North Luffenham congratulating the school on 
their Ofsted report and had received a thank you note in return.

ACTIONS:

1. Mrs Fitton and Ms Walker to invite Harington School to the network meeting in 
December to discuss making a video to accompany the Annual Report.

2. Mrs Fitton to send amendments to the agreed syllabus through to Mr Silcock to 
publish on the website.

3. Mrs Fitton would reach out to a shop in Whissendine that was run by a Hindu 
family to see if they knew of anyone that would be interested in joining SACRE.

368 DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

During discussion the following points were noted:

 Mrs Curtis confirmed that funding for SACRE meetings came from her budget and 
therefore this item could be removed from the Rutland SACRE development plan.

 NASCRE had included in their bulletin a request for information on how SACRE 
was funded so that they could build a national picture. Mrs Curtis agreed to 
complete the questionnaire on this information for Rutland.

 Members commented that they would like to receive a copy of the quarterly 
NASCRE bulletin.



 In order to monitor effectiveness of the syllabus there needed to be buy-in from all 
schools which was something that the Network meeting could address.

 Ms Cahn advised members that her synagogue, the Beth Shalom Reform 
Synagogue in Cambridge offered a wide programme of activities for school 
children and encouraged visits. If the cost of transport was an issue for schools 
then members of the synagogue were happy to go out to schools and requested 
only that their travel costs were covered.

 Members felt it was important that those who came into schools to talk about their 
faiths had had experience, or training, in engaging with children of different ages 
so that it was a positive experience for all those involved. It would be useful for 
members to have recommendations from each other for speakers.  

 For certain religions there was a lack of individuals available to come out and 
speak to schools.

 Members discussed whether a review of collective worship should be put back on 
the Development Plan to look at the quality of that worship, the access that 
teachers had to appropriate training and any networks that were available to share 
ideas.

ACTIONS:

1. Mr Silcock would in future circulate the NASCRE bulletin to all SACRE members.
2. Mrs Curtis would complete the NASCRE funding questionnaire on behalf of 

Rutland SACRE
3. Mrs Fitton would ask for recommendations for speakers at the next network 

meeting and would slowly build up a database of effective speakers and the 
schools that they had visited.

4. A review of collective worship would be included on next year’s development plan.

369 COMMISSION ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REPORT 

During discussion the following points were noted:

 Members welcomed recommendation nine of the report and felt that it would be a 
very positive development if Religious Education (RE) was explicitly mentioned in 
Ofsted reports.

 Both Maths and English skills could be used and enhanced in the study of RE. 
 RE gave pupils a chance to access art and creative writing as well as utilising their 

comprehension and interpretation skills.
 The change of name to RE and World Views was a positive step as it would make 

clear that the subject was not just about Christian theology. 
 Many teachers mistakenly felt that teaching RE required a depth of knowledge that 

they did not possess.
 Teachers were afraid of ‘getting it wrong’ when teaching RE and did not want to 

cause offence to pupils or their parents.
 In order to reduce the number of parents withdrawing their children from RE 

lessons, schools needed to make parents aware that lessons were about 
education and not indoctrination.

 There was no requirement of schools to report the number of withdrawals from 
both RE lessons and collective worship however it would be interesting to collect 
this data to support the work of SACRE.



 Members questioned how far the report and its recommendations would reach and 
felt that a letter to the Secretary of State for Education should be drafted to 
promote the report and the importance of RE as a subject in schools.

ACTIONS:

 Miss Waller and Mrs Fitton would create an audit template for withdrawals from RE 
lessons and collective worship. This would be shared and discussed with Ms 
Walker and Mrs Davis.

 Mr Silcock to table withdrawals as an agenda item for the next SACRE meeting.
 Miss Waller would write a letter to the Secretary of State for Education on behalf of 

the SACRE board.

370 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

During discussion the following points were noted:

 The theme of the conference would be RE through the wider curriculum and would 
look at RE and the foundation subjects, improving teaching and how RE could be 
accessed and enhanced through the wider curriculum.

 Local schools would also be involved and would hopefully take part in a video 
which would then become part of the annual report.

 A calendar date would be sent to schools and bookings for the conference would 
be taken after Christmas.

ACTIONS:

1. Mrs Fitton would send a save the date to schools and promote the event at the 
network meeting.

371 UPDATES 

During discussion the following points were noted:

Agreed Syllabus
 Members were made aware of an email from the Director of Education for the 

Peterborough Diocese which had been sent to schools urging them to allocate at 
least 60% of their RE curriculum to Christianity. 

 Controlled schools need only allocate 50% of their RE curriculum to Christianity 
and if a school was voluntary aided then it was up to the Governors not the 
diocese to decide what was taught.

St George’s Barracks
 The current view was that rather than having any faith specific building the 

proposed new development should have a public building for any faiths to use for 
faith purposes within it. The Church of England has said that there was no need for 
a new church as there were two existing ones within walking distance of the new 
development.



372 POTENTIAL ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

ACTION:

 Mr Silcock would contact John Morley, Head of Adult Services and Principal Social 
Worker, to arrange a PREVENT presentation for SACRE.

373 ANY URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no other urgent business.

374 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday 15 January 2019 at 4.30pm in the Council Chamber, RCC.

---oOo---
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.00 pm.

---oOo---


